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Lightning Slinger 

MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE TURKEY CREEK DIVISION  
OF THE MID-CONTINENT REGION, NMRA 

VOL 26 NO. 3 “For all gauges and all ages” March2012 

Clinics 
1) Easier Methods of Moun ng & Wiring 

Tortoise Switch Machines 
by Jim Ballinger 

 

2) Construc ng Caboose Ladders, Steps & Coupler Cut 
Bars from Brass Wire 

by Larry Diehl 
 

NEW LOCATION 
  March 27th at 

Nieman Elementary School 
10917 W. 67th Street 

Shawnee, Kansas 
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OFFICERS 
Superintendent 
Larry W Diehl 
913-338-2300 
ldiehl@aci-boland.com 
 

Paymaster  
Robert M Spurgat  
spurgat@ponyexpress.net 
(816) 233-0046 
 

Clerk 
Robert Jefferis  
Jeffbobj@everestkc.net 
(913) 631-4441 
 

Division Director 
Louis O Seibel 
HP: 913-393-3495 
C:   913-927-6850 
L-seibel@comcast.net 
 

Train Show Chairman 2011 
Louis O Seibel 
HP: 913-393-3495 
C:   913-927-6850 
L-seibel@comcast.net 
 

Membership Chair 
Jack Rosenfield 
913-451-2177 
rosenfieldjack@gmail.com 
 

L S Editor 
Ted Tschirhart 
HP: 816-861-3449 
tedtschi@kc.rr.com 

Lightning Slinger 
lightings@kc.rr.com 
Nov  Deadline   
Oct 28 2011 
 

AP Merit Awards & 
Achievement 
Joe B. Robertson, MMR 
HP: 816-331-2773 
piperva@aol.com 
 

Past Superintendent 
Shelly Levey 
913-438-7065 
shellylevy@everestkc.net 
Web Master 
Paul Myers, MMR 
HP: 816-734-3719 
paulwmyers@kc.rr.com 
Web 
http://www.tc-nmra.org 
Turkey Creek Division 
IS A 501(C) (3) 

ORGANIZATION 

18TH ANNUAL TRAIN 
SHOW 

SPONSORED BY THE NEBRASKA WEST-CENTRAL 
DIVISION OF THE NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD 

ASSOCIATION 

LOCATION: D&N EVENT CEN-
TER 

501 East Walker Road 

North Platte, Nebraska 
APRIL 14th AND 15th, 2012 

HOURS: 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. SATURDAY THE 14h  
AND 10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. SUNDAY THE 15th 

ADMISSION: $3.00  CHILDREN UNDER 12 $1.00  
(under 5 with paid adult free) 

TRAIN LAYOUTS AND DISPLAYS,   
VENDOR TABLES SELLING RAILROAD ITEMS 

NOTE TO VENDORS: TABLES ARE $10 EACH TILL APRIL 1ST, AF-
TER APRIL 1ST THEY ARE $15 

UNION PACIFIC TOURS WILL BE AVAILABLE AS AN EX-
TRA FARE ITEM (Saturday only)  

  
FOR ADDITONAL INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Gene Tacey 
P.O. Box 485 

Sutherland, NE 69165 
308-386-2489  

taceys@gpcom.net 
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 RAILS TO THE ROCKS HOTEL RESERVATIONS:  
All hotel reservations should be scheduled through the Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society – Jerstad Retreat Center to receive 
the preferred rate. The Good Samaritan Society has 32 rooms available on a first come basis for the prices listed below. Our agreement 
with the Good Samaritan Society requires that we will need to fill the Jerstad Retreat Center rooms first. Additional rooms will then be 
available at Staybridge Suites or Holiday Day Inn Express for a special rate when reserved through the Good Samaritan Society. Call 1-
605-362-3800 and ask for Lorie Grau to make room reservations for the Rails to the Rocks 2012 TLR Convention.  
Good Samaritan Society rooms – all rooms are non-smoking and alcohol free  
Single rooms - $55.00 per night + tax – 24 available  – Available Thurs May 17th through Sun May 20th nights  
Double rooms - $65.00 per night + tax – 8 available  – Available Thurs May 17th through Sun May 20th nights  
Continental breakfast is included each day   
Additional rooms are available at Staybridge Suites or Holiday Inn Express (The Good Samaritan Society rooms must be filled first).  
o Holiday Inn Express - $84.99 + tax (Two queen beds per room)  
o Staybridge Suites - $84.99 + tax (One Queen – studio, also includes a sofa sleeper)  
Either includes a continental breakfast each day  

2012 TLR CONVENTION SCHEDULE – SIOUX FALLS
hursday May 17th
Noon to 10:00 pm        Registration                Early registration at Good Samaritan Society – Jerstad Retreat Center

Friday May 18th
Registration

Room 141

Room 143

Living Room
Room 141

Room 143

Room 141
Room 143

Living Room

Non-Rail
Sertoma Park

Tour Sites
Room 141

Room 143
Great Room

Room 141
Room 143

Board Room

Saturday May 19th
7:30 am

8:00 am

9:00 am

10:00 am

11:00 am
12:45 pm

4:00 pm

6:30 pm

8:30

Sunday May 20th

7:30 am – 6:00 pm Registration at Good Samaritan Society – Jerstad Retreat Center

8:30 am DSED member’s clinic on getting to the public

Gerry Miller’s clinic on stripping models for painting

9:00 am Non-Rail - Depart for EROS tour from Jerstad Retreat Center
9:30 am Robert Albano clinic on free loads

Ryan Moat’s clinic on paperwork for modeling contests-a primer

10:30 am Ryan Moat’s clinic on judging NMRA modeling contests
Jim Bernier’s clinic on ballast machine

11:30 am Load buses to Sertoma Park for lunch (lunch included)

12:30 pm Depart for St Joseph Cathedral and SculptureWalk tours
12:45 pm Load buses to depart for Ellis and Eastern Quarry and Trans-loading facility tours 

- tours will be alternated
3:45 pm Load buses to depart for Jerstad Center
4:30 pm Larry Diehl’s clinic on distressing wood

Mark Malmkar’s clinic on decoding the pullman code
6:00 pm Dinner with raffle for Dakota and Iowa engine rides. Cody Grivno from

Model Railroader will be our guest speaker
8:00 pm Lester (Les) Breuer’s clinic on moving an entire layout-lessons learned

Bonnie Durenberger’s clinic on painting figures for realism

8:00 pm Board Meeting

Registration Registration at Good Samaritan Society – Jerstad Retreat Center

Room 141 Larry Diehl’s clinic on modeling concrete
Room 143 Eric Carlson’s clinic on tree making made easy

Living Room Load buses to depart for Midwest Rail Repair (MMR) tour
– 1 ½ hour walking tour

Non-Rail Non-Rail – Depart for Sertoma Butterfly House and Aquarium
A $9.00 fee applies

MRR Load buses to depart for Dell Rapids Park for lunch (lunch included)
Dell Rapids Park Load buses to depart to Dakota and Iowa Rail for caboose rides back to

Sioux Falls
Room 141 Robert Albano’s clinic on installing decoders in older engines
Room 143 Jim Bernier’s clinic on prepping rolling stock

Noon – 6:00 pm Open House Model train layout tours

Great Room Banquet and contest awards. Mike Brestel, NMRA President, will be our guest 
speaker

Great Room Chinese auction

9:00 am Room 141 General Membership Meeting
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THE SWITCHING LIST 
*=new since last issue 

 
The Switching List contains all known Mid-Continent Region, 
NMRA, train shows and Division meetings. It also lists all 
known club shows and swap meets in the Mid-Continent 
Region (IA, IL, MO, AR, NE, KS, and OK). To list your event, 
send it to: ku0a@mchsi.com, Nelson Moyer, 28 Ealing Drive, 
Iowa City, IA 52246.  To subscribe, or unsubscribe, to The 
Switching List send an email to the above link.  Look for us on 
the MCoR web site: www.mcor-nmra.org. Put me on your 
newsletter list.  
 

DIVISION MEETINGS 
 
KANSAS CENTRAL DIVISION Meetings are at 1:00 pm. 
For the full schedule check the MCoR website or email: 
garyonho@cox.net. The next meeting February 18, 2012 Tom 
Katafiasz: 2105 Northwood Ln, Salina, KS: Turn off Interstate 
70 south on Ohio Street, Turn Left (East) on Iron Street and go 
to top of hill, turn Right (South) on Marymount Road go past 
the stop light, turn left (East) on Northwood (first street past 
stop light) Tom's house is on the corner (first one on your left 
(north)) once you turn onto Northwood. anniversary 
convention. 
 
GATEWAY DIV. (ST. LOUIS, MO) meets 3rd Monday 
each month, 7:00 P.M. Odd numbered months: Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 14088 Clayton Road at Woods Mill Rd 
(Hwy 141), Ballwin, MO; Even numbered months: VFW Hall, 
O’Fallon, IL http://www.gatewaynmra.org/division.htm 
 
*TURKEY CREEK DIV. (KANSAS CITY, MO & KS) 
February meeting 4th Tuesday, 7:00 P.M, Shawnee Mission 
North High School, 7401 Johnson Dr., Overland Park, KS 
66202. March, April, and May Meetings will be at Nieman 
Elementary School, 10917 West 67th St., Shawnee, KS 66203. 
 
WESTERN HERITAGE DIVISION (OMAHA, NE / 
COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA) meets second Saturday (except 
June and December) at noon in the  Sump Library at 2nd & 
Washington Streets in Papillion (across from Runza). Visit 
whdnmra.info for more info and a map. 
  
KATE SHELLEY DIVISION We have a temporary project 
we are doing for the Ames Historical Society on building a 
model N-scale railroad of the Ames yard as it looked in the 
1930's. We'll be doing this from January to the end of April. 
Our meetings will be at the following while we are building 
this. Anyone is welcome to lend a hand if they would like to.. 
From Jan-April 2012 Starting at 6 PM- ????    Need more 
info::  515-233-5665, Meeting address:::: 
 1013 Adams St., Ames, Iowa, This is the north part of Ames, 
the house is called the Adams House. 
 
PLATTE VALLEY DIV. (HASTINGS, GRAND ISLAND, 
KEARNEY, NE) meets 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in members homes on a rotating basis. Info: John O’Neill, 
MMR, Div. Dir., 308-384-5011 or jponeill@computer-
concepts.com.   
 

WESTERN KANSAS DIVISION (GARDEN CITY, KS) 
Meets every Tuesday evening from 6:30 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. at 
4091/2 N. Main St. (second floor above “Stage” department 
store) 7 layouts on display (2-HO, 5-N) Operating sessions 
available Info: Robert Simmons, Division Director (620) 521-
3591 or ras@odsgc.net 
 
INDIAN NATIONS DIVISION Unless otherwise specified, 
all Indian Nations NMRA meets are held at the new Hardesty 
Library, 8316 E. 93rd. St., just east of Memorial Rd. in Tulsa, 
OK. The library opens at 9:00 am and the meetings start at 
9:30 am. Web page: www.tulsanmra.org Superintendent - 
Dave Salamon (918)272-5512 or drs_rr@yahoo.com  
 
OK Heartland Division of the NMRA meets in the even 
months in the Oklahoma City area. All who are interested in 
Model railroading are welcome. Info: www.okcnmra.org 
 
Cowboy Line Division (Norfolk, NE) meets 3rd Thursday 
each month, 7:00 P.M. at HyVee East upstairs meeting room. 
Corner of 1st Street and Norfolk, Ave. Info: Dennis Brandt, 
Div. Dir: 402-9925-2415 or email dennisbrandt44@gmail.com 
for more information. 
 
Division Directors, Train Show Chairs, or Club Show 
Chairs: Let’s get the word out about your 2010 or 2011 
event!  Get your information to Gary at any of the above 
addresses. The Switching List is a service of Mid-Continent 
Region, NMRA. 

 
TRAIN SHOWS & MEETS 

  
MAR 23-25, 2012--3RD ANNUAL TULSA AREA 
LAYOUT DESIGN AND OPERATIONS WEEKEND, 
INDIAN NATIONS DIVISION OF THE NMRA, HOSTS; 
Shriners Temple, 2808 South Sheridan Rd., Tulsa, Oklahoma 
We have a great weekend of operations lined up and a full day 
of presentations on Saturday: Lance Mindheim – Planning 
and Designing a Switching Layout; Lance Mindheim – 
Modeling Prototype Switching Operations; Steve Davis – 
Computer Switchlists for Model Railroads: Why? And HOW to 
do it for FREE!  
John McBee with Dick Hovey - What Time Has Taught Me 
About My HO Scale Pueblo Division 
Jim Senese/Tom Fausser/Dave Salamon – How we operate 
our model railroads: variations in car forwarding systems. 
Additional Activities include: 
32 Square Foot Layout Design Challenge – Open to everyone! 
Bring your track plans, photos, display boards and mockups to 
share with everyone, great place to solicit feedback on your 
layout! Panel question and answer discussion 3 Operating 
sessions with several layouts available for each session.  
The cost is $35.00 to get in and that includes an self serve 
sandwich bar which includes sides and a drink. 
There are shirts available also for those who are interested. 
Operation sign ups are by first come first serve. Here is the 
web page address, it will be updated over the next several days 
with  a PDF copy of the registration, Hotel information and 
also the Layout Design Challenge PDF is going to be posted 
for those that are interested in participating in that event.  The 
Pay Pal portion is live and can be used today to register. http://
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ldopsigmeet.tulsanmra.org/ ,or http://
ldopsigmeet.tulsanmra.org/ldopsigmee.t2012.pdf. Info:. Dave 
Salamon, Indian Nations Division Superintendent and Tulsa 
Area LD/OP weekend Chairman, Deep River Southern - N 
Scale 
www.picturetrail.com/salamon 
 
MAR 31, 2012—JOPLIN MUSEUM COMPLEX TRAIN 
SHOW AND SWAP MEET, Schifferdecker Park, 7th and 
Schifferdecker Streets, Joplin, MO; 9am to 3pm, Included will 
be several operating model railroad layouts along with over 65 
tables of items for sale or trade. Admission is $3 adult, 
children 12 and under admitted free w/pd adult. All proceeds at 
the door go to benefit the Joplin Museum Complex. For further 
information or table rental call Rick Gardner at 417-673-4888 
or email rickgardner@sofnet.com. Tables rent for $15 each. 
On the web at www.tristatemodelrailroaders.com 
 
APR 14-15, 2012--18TH ANNUAL TRAIN SHOW, D&N 
EVENT CENTER, 501 East Walker Road, North Platte, NE, 
April 14th and 15th, 2012. Sponsored by the Nebraska West 
Central Division, Hours 9 to 5 Saturday the 14th, 10-4 Sunday 
the 15th, Admission: $3.00 children under 12 $1.00, Under 5 
free with paid adult, Tables $10 till April 1st then they will be 
$15. Union Pacific tours on Saturday only are an extra fare 
item. For information contact: Gene R. Tacey, P.O. Box 485, 
Sutherland, NE 69165, 308-386-2489, taceys@gpcom.net 
 
APR 21, 2012-- 35TH ANNUAL OZARKS MODEL 
RAILROAD SHOW AND SWAP MEET, at Central Bible 
College's Forest Arnold Activity Center, 3000 N. Grant (Grant 
Ave & Norton Road), Springfield, MO, 9am to 3 
pm.  Operating modular railroads, Door prizes, food and model 
railroad equipment in all scales plus collectibles.  Admission 
$6, children  under 12 are free when accompanied by an adult. 
AP judging available.  Swap tables are $20 each.  Contact 
Gary Mills, 417- 725-1433. For additional information contact 
Ron Williams MMR, 417-883-5350 or email 
rwilliams3129@gmail.com.  To get vendor registration form or 
see our club layout go to http:/omraspringfield.org. 
 
MAY 18 2012:THE DAKOTA SOUTHEASTERN 
DIVISION OF THE THOUSAND LAKES REGION, will 
host  NMRA Regional Meet in Sioux Falls, South Dakota May 
18-20 2012 Sioux Falls Covention Video May 18 -20, 2012 
more information on clinics and other events coming check 
web site http://www.thousandlakesregion.org/ 
 

MAY 30-JUN 3, 2012—MID-CONTINENT 
REGION CONVENTION, Holiday Inn, 

Southwest Convention Center at Watson Rd 
and Lindberg Blvd. in Sunset Hills, MO; 
special room rate of $89.00 per night. 44 
Clinics given by noted model railroaders, 
including Tony Koester, Bill Darnaby and 

Mont Switzer. Layout prototypical operating 
sessions on three nights, More than 40 quality 

layouts open for your inspection, self-guided 
tours so you can visit on your own schedule 
and stay as long as you wish, Visit the Union 
Pacific Car Shop in Desoto, Mo and Gateway 

Rail Services in Madison, IL, plus an 
interesting industry tour. Enjoy some of the 

local activities that St. Louis has to offer: the 
Museum of Transportation, the Gateway 

Arch, St. Louis World famous Zoo and many 
more for your enjoyment. NMRA Model 

Contest including Judged, People’s Choice 
and Display. Awards Banquet on Saturday 

evening with Mississippi River Jazz to 
entertain you. Registration options include 

conventional mail-in and on-line with 
payment by check or PayPal. 

Go to the Gateway website http://gatewaynmra.org/2012 for 
full details and options. 
 
 JUL 14, 2012 TURKEY CREEK DIVISION MEET, 
Shawnee Mission North High School cafeteria, 7401 Johnson 
Dr., Overland Park, KS, 66202, more later. 
 
SEP 9, 2012--BOEING RAILROAD CLUB ST. LOUIS, 
Greensfelder Recreation Complex At Queeny Park, 
Admission: $3.00 (Children under 12 FREE), Tables: $12.00, 
Doors open for Seller at 8:00 am, Tables furnished. 30 X 96 
with one chair per table, Info: Wayne Schimmel, 733 Hwy Y, 
Winfield, MO 63389-2206, or 636-668-6313 after 6:00 pm, e-
mail: wmschimmel@gmail.com. 
 
 
NOV 17-18, 2012--BOOT HILL MODEL RAILROAD 
CLUB TRAIN SHOW, Ford County 4-H Building, Wright 
Park, Dodge City, Kansas, Sat 10AM to 6PM, Sun 11AM to 
4PM, Operating Layouts in several scales, Model Train 
Vendors, Door Prizes, Lunch Counter, Info: Robert Simmons 
ras@odsgc.net. 
 
The Switching List is a service of Mid-Continent Region, 
NMRA.  
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TURKEY CREEK DIVISION 
4954 Marsh Avenue 
Kansas City, MO 64129-2111 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED     4955 

Turkey Creek Division of the NMRA  
Meetings and Events for 2012  

mcor-nmra.org/divisions/turkeycreek/ 

 Meetings are on the 4th Tuesday each month  
● March 27th ● April 24th  

● May 18th to 20th Thousand Lakes Region Meet … Sioux Falls, South 

 Dakota May 22nd May 30th to June 3rd Mid-Continent Regional Meet St. 

 Louis, MO  

● June 26th Modeling Challenge June ? Kansas City Narrow Gauge Meet  
● July 14th Division Annual Meet July 29th to August 4th NMRA National 
 Convention … Grand Rapids, Michigan  

● August 28th ● September 25th  

Your NMRA membership en tles you 
to these benefits: 
 

Kalmbach Memorial Library 
One of the world’s largest “railroads-only” libraries.  Contains 
prototype and modeling books and magazines, out-of-
producƟon kit instrucƟons, and more.   
 www.nmra.org/library 

 Call: 423-892-2846 

 Fax: 423-899-4869 
Email Brent Lambert: lib@hq.nmra.org 
 

NMRA Online Archives 
Over 10,000 photographs, slides, plans, drawings, erecƟon ele-
vaƟons, paint schemes, and more, with addiƟonal scans being 
added all the Ɵme.  High resoluƟon files are available for down-
load at a discount to members. 
www.nmra.org, click “Online Archives” buƩon 

“Members-Only” website 
This porƟon of www.nmra.org contains content exclusively for 
NMRA members, including reprints of Region and Division 
newsleƩer arƟcles, newly updated Data Sheets, reprints of 
arƟcles from classic NMRA magazines, downloadable calendar 
photographs and screensavers, and much more.  This area is 
constantly being updated so check back oŌen! 
www.nmra.org, click on “Members Only” 
 

NMRA Company Store 
The NMRA’s Company Store offers many items, from apparel 
to mugs to gauges, available only to NMRA members. 
www.nmra.org, choose “online store”, then “Members-Only 
Company Store” 
 


