
MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE TURKEY CREEK DIVISION
OF THE MID-CONTINENT REGION, NMRA

“For all gauges and all ages”

June 2021

Lightning Slinger    June 2021 Page 1

ZOOM MEETING – TUESDAY, June 22, 2021

Turkey Creek Division is planning a in-person meeting at the First Baptist Church of Kansas 
City, Tuesday, June 22, 2021.  Zoom participation will be offered and encouraged to keep 
attendance below the 50 person limit set by Kansas City, and use safe social distancing.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, for planning which room we need to use, we would like to 
know how many members/guests would attend in-person.  RSVP Bill Humenzcuk, 
Paymaster, at bhumenczuk@kc.rr.com. Thank you and stay healthy.

Ron Marsh
Superintendent 

Zoom Address:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85080194385?pwd=MmJEdUtRQndGeDArcjdCVTVJdHk5QT09
Meeting ID:  850 8019 4385
Password:  03

Location:
First Baptist Church of Kansas City
100 W. Red Bridge Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64114
(Intersection of Wornall and Red Bridge 
Road) (same as College Blvd.)

How I Built Elevators and Feed Mills on the Clay 
Center Line of the Rock Island RR

by Ken Jenkins
Ken will describe the design parameters for early built wood and corrugated metal 
grain elevators.  Ken will also use elevators he has built on his layout as examples and 
explanations.  Ken models the Rock Island going through north central Kansas in 1967.
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Clerk’s Report for May 25, 2021

Our Superintendent Ron Marsh called meeting to 
order.  The modeling challenge is coming up soon 
August 24.  We are giving out 2 $25 gift certificates 
for the best 2. So sign up for the challenge asap and 
add your name to the list. 

We had about 12 or 13 people there and I think we 
had 3 or 4 at home this time. Larry Alfred had a short 
clinic on how he built the Gas station from FOS 
models. He’s not finished with it yet but so far it looks 
good. Those models are of smaller buildings from 
back east In fact my kit on Pop Gunns Grocery Store 
in O scale is 5x6 inches. Larry says they do have much 
bigger kits but they also cost more. 

There is talk that we may be able to go back to 
meeting over where Shelly lives pretty soon but we 
don’t have a date on that yet. As long as this Covid-19 
stays under control we should be able to go back. I 
think most in our group have gotten both shots now 
and even those who have not been coming I think 
most have gotten their shots now from what they 
have told me.  

Larry Diehl suggested we use Johnson paste wax on 
wooden pieces used to align the model and glue 
against.  The Johnson paste was on wood will not 
allow any glue to stick.  

Till Next Month,

Steve McKee, Clerk



L ightning S linger
Turkey Creek Division

June 22, 2021



VOLUME 18, June 2021 … A Randomly Occurring Notice

2021 Turkey Creek Division 
Modeling Challenge

by Larry Alfred, MMR
Keeping the Bull Busy …

and watching his back

John Fales…HO
Larry Alfred, MMR…O
Miles Hale, MMR …O
Fran Hale, MMR…?
Larry Diehl…HO
Steve McKee…O
Ray Brown…HO
Ron Marsh…N
Adam Fitzgerald…HO
Mark Juett, MMR…HO
Jason Reece…HO
Greg Ohlmacher…HO
Ross Moody…S
Dan Wiltshire…O
Jack Ferris…O
Sam Ninemire…HO
Bill Scheerer, MMR…HO

Committed:

DON’T MISS OUT!...
Join the Fun!

The August TCD meeting date is drawing closer and we have 
several new additions to the list of those who have 
committed to participate in this years’ Modeling Challenge. 
Thank you to all who have indicated that you will participate!  
Even with these new additions, I will take this opportunity to 
push all others to complete, work on, or begin a model entry 
for the 2021 Modeling Challenge. The Challenge is one of the 
highlights of the Turkey Creek Division’s annual calendar. It 
provides an opportunity for all member to participate with 
others. As an additional incentive to bring an entry, we will 
have a drawing for two $25 gift certificates. Everyone 
bringing an entry will be eligible for the drawing.

The Challenge will be held in essentially the same manner as 
in previous years. The most significant change from past 
years will be the limitation of the entry size to one-foot 
square. Please don’t let this be a disincentive to your 
decision to enter a model. It’s fun! With the August 24 
meeting date for the Challenge, we all have two more 
months to prepare an entry, including the possibility of 
incorporating a make-and-take model with your entry.  
Entries will be limited to only one per person. There have 
been instances in the past where two entries were allowed. 
A limit to one entry is felt to be the fairest way to proceed.

I was asked to remind you all regarding the awards 
associated with the Modeling Challenge. Each year, there are 
six awards given as a result of the popular vote. They are:
 First Place overall
 Second Place overall
 Third Place overall
 Most Whimsical (Red Bull Award)
 Best Special Effects (sound, lighting, animation)
 Best use of a Make-and-Take model

I will be tracking those that have committed to bringing an 
entry. The list of those that have committed, with the scale 
of the entry, will be included each month in this publication. 
Thanks for committing to participate! Let’s continue to make 
this list grow! Here is the current list. If your name is not 
included, it should be! We are looking for further 
commitments, so please get to it! E-mail me at 
captlalfred@gmail.com to get on this prestigious list.



2021 Challenge 
(Repeat of the 2004 Rules)

by Rusty Rails

So, what can you build on a one square foot base?  
That’s your challenge for the first annual Turkey 
Creek Division Modeling Challenge!  In G scale, you 
could fit a RGS 50,000 gallon water tank in one 
square foot and not much more.  In Z scale, you 
could probably model the Kansas City West Bottoms.  
In HO, you’ll be somewhere in between.

There is no restriction on how high your scene can 
go, so you could model a mountain or a twelve story 
building.  If you’re into Colorado mining, you could 
put an ore mill on a mountain side with tracks at the 
bottom for cars to pick up the refined ore.  If coastal 
railroading is your bag, then a pier scene may be for 
you.  Another thought might be a scene with an 
overpass with a train on the lower and upper levels.

If you’re into city scenes, you could model the 
backside of some trackside tenements with Mrs. 
McGurty waving at the engineer while she’s hanging 
out laundry.  Another scene that would be 
interesting would be a station with passengers 
waiting for a train or perhaps boarding a passenger 
train.

There is no restriction on the diorama except that 
the base cannot exceed one square foot – that’s 12” 
by 12” maximum size.  Can it be smaller?  Sure.  If 
you already have a base you want to use and it’s 12” 
X 12” or less in size, that’s fine.  If you have a base 
that’s 16” X 8”, that’s NOT FINE.  Do you have to have 
a train on the diorama?  Nope.  It’s up to you what to 
include.

The judging will be by popular vote, so crowd appeal 
will be the rule.  There will be three places awarded 
for this challenge.  So, if you’re entering a diorama, 
start thinking about your model now.  There is plenty 
of time, but don’t put it off.  This will be a fun event!

Ok…final plea…please participate!! It is lots of fun!

Examples of 1’x1’ displays

You take home the awards!
Join the Fun!
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Once there was a Western Maryland RR intertwined in the Appalachian Mountains of Lee’s 
Summit, Missouri.  Below are a few photos of that RR which once was! …  Does anybody know 
that WM manager Dale Phetteplace?

He grew up somewhere on the east coast where the Appalachian Mountains begin, then 
continued to Lee’s Summit …

Western Maryland RR
On the Move!

Well guess what, the Western Maryland has discovered that those mountains continue on to 
Olathe, Kansas.  WM management says “them there” tracks must be taken up with all 
attempts being made to save the beautiful structures!

The WM is planning to lay tracks into Olathe as soon as the new house is complete enough to 
“call home”.  

How I 
was in 
Missouri.



The new Western Maryland promises to surpass the old Missouri layout, creating more 
“operational” challenges and visual interest.

The 
mountains 
are gone!



That fellow “Dale” has some creative engineering challenge ideas to solve, construct new 
grades finding manageable slopes through them there Kansas Appalachian Mountains …

Dale claims the surveyors are currently hard at work, and by golly, by golly, them trains will 
run again!

I say … 
Pray for Dale!

Awaiting surveyors 
for alignment into 
Kansas.
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During a vacation, while traveling through Westcliffe, Colorado, Ginny and I visited and explored 
the Engine House Museum.  We needed such a structure on our layout to replace a placeholder 
mockup.  We elected to use the dimensions of our “mockup” as it fits the layout siting.  But we 
detailed the model replicating the prototype materials appearance and weathering at the 
museum.

Photoshop Aids the Model 
Building Process

by Shelly Levy, MMR

Photoshopped into Orthogonal view

perspective view of Engine House as 
photographed

interior photos for structure reference



Photoshop - The key aid of Photoshop is the ability to transform “perspective images” within 
photos to accurate dimensions and orthogonal shapes, as demonstrated in this model.  This 
allows you to print images siding and roofing panels to be used on any of your models.  You 
may elect to use the entire wall print or cut the print into individual panels for more 3D effect.

In addition, the layout siting required 180 degree flip-flop of the prototype Westcliffe plan, for 
which we again used Photoshop.  Building the model, we again used Photoshop to replicate 
the walls and siding.  This allowed accurate representation of the metal panels, coloring to 
weathered conditions.  This resulted in a weathered look on the model that fits into the 
layout very majestically. 

structure under construction

weathering detail of the siding



On this model, the entire side was printed at one time and three dimensional basswood 
batts were added to give a better 3D effect.  Batts were painted to match the photo colors.

“Westcliffe Engine House” …
finished model
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Some folks have asked how best to judge your models.  These graphs show how buildings, 
cars and structures should be judged for merit awards.







TUESDAY, JUNE 22, 2021

… set in the heart of the BitterRoot Mountains …

A Hardrock Mine …
“Deer Creek Mine”

in
BitterRoot Canyon City

This model started as a 
Sierra West Craftsman 
Wood Kit.  I wanted to 
make this a contest model.  
I had to create a different 
layout which would not 
make the model feel 
pressed or squeezed to fit a 
1’ x 1’ base.

I studied several layout 
positions as to how the 
head frame, or bin and 
power house would look 
plausible.  I decided to use 
a 90 degree angle 
orientation of the power 
house to the ore bin, 
positioning the head frame 
at a “pivot” position, then 
allows the “spoils” pile to 
be logically positioned as a 
roll-off out of the skip, to 
drop the waste excavation 
rock/soils.

Ore Bin

Power House

Tailings Pile

Shaft



I built a new head frame, 
taller and with a secondary 
frame grouping to provide 
support for the height and 
extra work space at the skip 
to route the tailings.

A tailings dump was 
provided with two support 
trestle bents, tied together 
to strengthen the tall height 
for waste pile support.

A water pump shed was 
built close to the shaft, 
discharging into a water 
tank.  Water is filtered and 
used in the boiler to steam 
the cable hoist and air 
pump for the mine.

A kitchen dining office was 
built to support the miners’ 
long days and longer 
distance to the nearby 
community of BitterRoot
Canyon City.

A storage shed for 
dynamite is provided away 
from the mine in case of 
accidental explosions.

Construction is basically 
wood, paper, cardboard, 
plaster, metal and resin 
castings.



The head frame is wood 
framing cut and fit to the 
drawing templates provided 
in the kit.  Most of the 
joints are white glued, then 
pinned with .019” brass 
wire. All diagonals are fitted 
to the field 
conditions/dimensions.

The small roof roll roofing, 
made from black paper, 
weathered edges, applied 
with 5 min epoxy.

The shaft is timber lined 
about 1” deep.

The ore tipple is 
constructed of timber 
frames fitted to templates 
furnished with the kit.  The 
frames assembled with 
timber connections and 
members cut and fitted.  
Most joints, where possible, 
were pinned with brass 
wire, to strengthen the full 
assembly.

The roof is Campbell 
corrugated metal, first 
weathered with rusted 
edges, made by digging an 
Exacto knife, then painted 
rust with mineral 
spirits/Bragdon pigments.  
All applied with stiff brush, 
before assembly of panels.  
Then applied over 2 x 6 
purlins and joists with 5 min 
epoxy.



The Power House was built 
using kit wall frames, cut 3’ 
narrower.  Doors and 
windows were “reversed” 
and “flipped” to suit my 
module layout.

New roof trusses were 
made.  New cardboard roof 
sheathing cut and fitted.  A 
clerestory was created 
using Tichy windows, cut 
and “mulled” together.

The “wood shingles” are 
paper colored with paint 
and three shades of pastel 
chalk, then shingles twisted 
before assembly, to create 
shadow lines.

Air duct tube is Evergreen 
tubing with “joint collars” 
added.

Roll roofing is black paper 
colored with pastel chalks.  
Edges weathered, applied 
with 5 min epoxy.

Roof is intended to be 
removed to see equipment 
inside the Power House.



The boiler was made from 
two old SS Ltd castings, 
wood spacers, wood base 
wrapped in paper 
embossed to show bolts 
and “cross panel” broke as 
panel reinforcing.  Stack 
made from Evergreen 
tubing, heated and 
expanded to the taper to sit 
on top of the boiler.  Joint 
collars made/added.

The water pump building
made by sheathing a small 
cardboard medicine box 
with 2 x 8’s and 2 x 10’s.  All 
lumber first weathered with 
razor saw and stained.  
Edges highlighted with a 
dark color alcohol marker 
before assembly.  Door and 
louvers scratchmade.  Roof 
is shingles like Power 
House.  Piping is PVC tubing 
heated and bent with joints 
created.

Dynamite Store Building is 
also built from a “medicine 
box base”, similar to water 
pump building.

The kitchen/dining/office is 
also a small medicine box 
base, with strip wood 
weathered/covered the box 
base.  Roof is roll roofing 
colored pastels on black 
paper.



The water tank is made 
with 2 x 6 weathered strip 
wood glued to a small 
cardboard tube.  Bands are 
.032” solder.  The solder 
applied with epoxy.  Water 
is pigment dyed gloss Mod 
Podge.  Piping is styrene rod 
tube bent and shaped.

Scratchmade doors.

Dock
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In our April meeting, 
Mark Juett announced 
that he has acquired the 
rights to replicate and sell 
the Sound Modules 
originally designed, 
manufactured and sold by 
Fred Hulen.  Mark is 
marketing under the 
name “Blackhawk Sound 
Modules”.

In addition, Mark 
anticipates he will be 
expanding the sound 
offerings, plus if you have 
a recording, he will install 
on a chip in the module, 
for a one time cost.

modelrailroadbuilder@gmail.com
Contact Mark Juett at

or telephone at (816)536-9421.



THE TULSA UNION CONVENTION
2021 Midcontinent & Lone Star Region NMRA

June 17-20, 2021

http://www.2021tulsaunion.com/

Hurry Hurry Hurry

There are just a few slots remaining for Pete Leach’s hands-on clinic on
how you too can paint your own backdrop! For the low, low price of
just $10.00, you can learn from Pete how to create a backdrop for your
layout with just a few tubes of paint! Sign up now for your chance to
learn from one of Lone Star Region’s newest Master Model
Railroaders!

And if you are thinking about registering and attending the 2021 Tulsa
Union Convention next June, sign up now and take advantage of the
early registration rate of $ 60.00 available until March 1st!

While we are mindful of concerns regarding Co-Vid 19, many of us
will qualify for vaccinations based on our age. So, sign up now for the
convention and get your vaccination! Registration numbers will be
reviewed on March 1st so we can consider the financial viability of the
2021 Tulsa Union Convention.

Should a decision be made to cancel the convention due to low
registration numbers, refunds will be issued to those who have
registered. Sign up now and show your support!

The 2021 Tulsa Union Convention is the joint production of the
Midcontinent and Lone Star Regions, NMRA.







Model Contests categories: 
Steam Locomotive Diesel Locomotive Traction or Other 

Locomotive Passenger Cars Freight Cars Cabooses 
Maintenance of Way Structures Off-Line Structures On-

Line Bridges & Trestles Displays / Modules Favorite / 
Complete TrainSpecial Awards include: Most Popular Best 

in Show Participation Award Best Kit Build Model 
Architecture Award Tree Award Youth & Teen Award 
Novice Best of Show Bob Clarke Award Linda S. Little 

Award

Photo Contests categories: 
Model - Black & White Print Model - Color Print Prototype 

- Black & White Print Prototype - Color Print Computer 

EnhancedArts & Crafts categories: 
Arts & Crafts General Arts & Crafts Railroadana Arts & 

Crafts Needlework
Arts & Crafts Theme




