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Hello to all Turkey Creek  
Division membersé 
 

 With the New Year, the Division has a new Superintendent me, Larry Alfred 

MMR.  I have a tough act to follow, with the Division being lead the last several 

years in grand style by Larry Diehl and Ray Brown.  They have done a great job and 

I will try to continue the successes that they have achieved.  This is not exactly my 

ñfirst rodeoò, with this being my third term as TC Super.  I was part of the group 

that first established the Division in 1985, and, therefore, I am a Charter Member.  I 

then served as Superintendent in 1990, 2004, and now 2017.  Itôs my privilege again 

to serve you all, the Division members. 

 Many of you know me from past Division involvement, others may not.  As a 

brief introduction, here are a few comments.  I am a Life Member of NMRA and 

Mid-Continent Region (back when MCoR had them).  A resident of Olathe since 

moving to the KC area in 1975, I remember attending a number of the Kansas City 

Area Meets at the old Glenwood on Metcalf (a long time ago).  I held the position of 

Kansas City Area Director (on the MCoR BOD) for six years in those early days.  I 

served as MCoR Vice-President from 2003 to 2007, and, then, MCoR President 

from 2007 to 2009.  Over the years, I have held various offices at the Region level,        

including serving as Convention Department Chair for nearly 20 years and Chairing 

three MCoR Annual Conventions (1986, 2003, and 2013).  After getting my feet 

wet as a Convention Central Committee member for the 1984 NMRA Convention 

here in KC, I was the General Chairman for the 1998 NMRA Convention, with Pat 

Harriman MMR and Larry Long MMR (deceased) as Co-Chairs.  In 2014, Miles 

Hale MMR and I Co-Chaired the National Narrow Gauge Convention in Overland 

Park. I feel humbled to have received the Kenny Johns and the Ken Cline Memorial 

awards for service to the NMRA and MCoR.  As, I guess, you can see, I have been 

busy with the hobby but, it has all been very gratifying to help guide these 

organizations and to serve the membership. 

 With the above involvement, there has still been a little time to do some 

modeling.  I began in the hobby as an early teen in HO, evolved to HOn3, and then 

to a combination of O and On3.  I have been building contest models for a number 

of years, but, began the new layout in 2010 in anticipation of showing at the 2014 

National Narrow gauge Convention.  As most of us say, ñItôs a work in progress.ò 

 This yearôs monthly meetings will be at a new locationéa very nice meeting 

room at the Lakeview Village, 9000 Park St., Lenexa, KS 66215.  Long time 

member, Shelly Levy, lives at the facility.  The meeting room location is in the 

Eastside Terrace Building on the Lakeview Village campus. There is a map 

included with this issue of the Lightning Slinger.  The meeting room is the first 

room on the left as you enter.  There is a receptionist, but she may have the room 

listed as "Shelly Levy's" party and not as Turkey Creek. 

 We hope to have an interesting and educational schedule of meetings in 2017.  

The January meeting will be the ñLarry Showòéwith Larry Diehl, Larry Patch, and 

me presenting mini-clinics on various  subjects.  February will be our annual Make-

and-Take clinic, giving everyone experience with paper structures.  June brings the 

annual Modeling Challenge, so, if you havenôt already, start working on your entry. 

Some members have shied away from this event, but, I think you can really have 

fun with it, if you just commit to it.  The Turkey Creek Annual Meet and Train 

Show will be on July 29 we are looking for clinics and volunteers for this event.  I 

will have more to say about these upcoming events as time goes on. 

 I hope you will try to attend all meetings, as itôs a great opportunity to meet and 

interact with other local modelers.  I know all will benefit. 

Best to allé Larry 

mailto:captlalfred@gmail.com
mailto:bhumenczuk@kc.rr.com
mailto:smckee@everestkc.net
mailto:jtf@kidzdentist.com
mailto:L-seibel@comcast.net
mailto:piperva@aol.com
mailto:tedtschi@gmail.com
mailto:lightings@gmail.com
mailto:tstwildcats@hotmail.com
mailto:tstwildcats@hotmail.com
http://www.tc-nmra.org


EtflhC   Lightning Slinger  January 2017  3 Page      

 

A few words from the President 
 

The State of the Hobby 
and the NMRA 

  

Each January, the United States President gives an 
address to Congress entitled the "State of the Un-
ion." This address advises Congress on how the 
government is working, as well as those issues fac-
ing society in general.  Well, with apologies to the 
U.S. President, I would also like to address the state 
of our hobby and that of our association. 

 

The full text of these thoughts can be found in the 
January issue of NMRA Magazine but let me sum-
marize by stating that the state of each is excel-
lent.  Never has the hobby been more fulfilling and 
never has it been more rewarding.  I think we would 
all agree that model railroading has never looked 
better nor operated more realistically. From DCC to 
new technologies that offer unlimited promise, we 
are living a true golden age in our hobby. 

 

Similarly, the NMRA has never been stronger or 
more enjoyable than it is today.  Gone are the 
"politics" of the old days and the inward focus that 
emphasized insular issues over the hobby in gen-
eral.  

 

But technological advances and increased realism 
are not the only reason the hobby is satisfying to an 
extent never before seen.  It is today's hobbyist who 
also adds to the scene.  For as we age, one ad-
vantage is that we now have the time and in many 
cases, the discretionary income to pursue our hobby 
in ways only dreamed of in our younger years.  At 
last, with the kids out of the house and college paid, 
there is money available for that newest N-scale die-
sel or HO craftsman kit. 

  

Despite my earlier more gloomy prognostications on 
our future, I refuse to either admit or predict the de-
mise of scale model railroading anytime soon.  Our 
hobby is just too satisfying and appealing to believe 
it is in its "last days." One need only look in the eyes 
of a child at a train show or witness the excitement 
at a Thomas event to conclude that trains remain 
fascinating to younger generations, as they have 
been for decades and decades. 

 

Therefore, I remain bullishly optimistic about our fu-
ture.  It is not optimism without foundation for it is 
based upon the fascination of trains for generations 
and generations.  It is also based upon the fascina-
tion of the younger generations with new technology, 
which our hobby increasingly offers.  I do not believe 
that we will live to see the day when our hobby no 
longer exists.  That is why I conclude the state of our 
hobby remains strong.  

  

Similarly, claims that the NMRA is no longer relevant 
to the hobby or will soon disappear are simply with-
out foundation.  There is no evidence that the NMRA 
is in danger of either event happening.  Of course, 
the NMRA faces challenges.  From a fairly realistic 
high membership number of over 26,000 in the mid-
1970s, to today's 18,000+ members, we have seen 
a decline in member numbers.  But so has the hob-
by.  That is not to say we cannot improve the Associ-
ation or cannot do better for the hobby.  In past and 
future columns I have and will discuss what we can 
continue to do to improve both the NMRA and the 
hobby. 

  

The State of the Hobby is sound and the NMRA re-
mains a proud leader of that hobby.  There are chal-
lenges on the horizon but I look forward to this new 
year and the wonders it will bring.   

 

As I always say, and mean: Well, those are my 
thoughts; what are yours? 

 

Charlie 

mailto:president@nmra.org
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