
EtflhC   Lightning Slinger  April 2018  1 Page      

 

¢ǳǊƪŜȅ /ǊŜŜƪ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ  
 

April 24, 2018 at 7:00 pm 
Lakeview Village Eastside Terrace 

9000 Park ST 
Lenexa, KS 66215 

 
Paul Evans talk will be about 
Steel Mills related to the 
Colorado Fuel and Iron 
from 1925 up to present day 
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From THE SUPERôS DESKé 
 
Hello to all Turkey Creek Division members 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed the óMake and Takeô last month! I was thinking 
about all of you as I sat by the beach and sipped a margarita in Cabo. The 
weather was excellent, 78 degrees most days and not a cloud in the sky. I 
have what I call the óRelaxation Quotientò when I vacation. Take the 
number of books read divided by the number of days on vacation. Any ratio 
greater than 0.75 is a very relaxing vacation, in my opinion. My quotient on 
this trip was 0.86. Perfect. 
 
I think of modeling in a similar way. My fun quotient is the number of days 
in a month where I get to spend at least an hour doing some modeling 
activity. Planning, building, operating, reading, talking, it all counts. I look 
for a similar ratio, anything over 0.75 is a great month. I am so lucky to 
enjoy this great hobby. I look around at some of my friends and wonder why 
they canôt find a hobby to give them the same type of enjoyment. We are 
blessed. 
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday evening, April 24th at 7PM. 
Same place as always, Lakeview Village, Eastside Terrace, 9000 Park, St. 
We have another great presentation lined up from Paul Evans. Paul is going 
to talk about steel mills. Specifically related to the Colorado Fuel and Iron 
from about 1925 up to present day. Paul does a great job researching his 
topics and is planning to show this presentation in August at the NMRA 
National Convention. We get the sneak peek! Thanks Paul! 
 
I have mentioned the next bit of information at meetings and in previous 
Lightning Slingers. It is worth repeating however! 
 
August 5th through August 12th this summer is going to be big in Kansas 
City. NMRA National Convention in Kansas City. Of course, you already 
knew that. What you might not know is that volunteers are still needed. 
There are several areas that you might consider. Do you have a layout that 
would be interesting to others? Doesnôt matter the era, the scale or the size. 
Consider showing off your layout to the rest of the world! How about a 
clinic? Do you have a technique or cool way to do something on your layout 
or for building structures, scenery, motive power, rolling stock, or electronic 
systems? How about a historic clinic about something that you would love 
to share? Lastly, volunteers are certainly needed. 
 
If you have not already signed up, here is the link to the convention website: 
http://www.kc2018.org/ 
Consider volunteering and most of all, have fun with showing off our home 
town! 
 
See you all Tuesday evening! 
John 
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Convention Update #1 Written by: Jay Manning March 19, 2018 
 
Contest entries need to be in the Contest Room by noon on Friday May 18. The evaluations 
will take place that afternoon in order to free up forks, so they can participate in the capstone 
program on Saturday, the Midwest Railcar Repair facility and the train ride up the Sioux River 
Valley, South of Sioux Falls. 
 
There will be an 8 AM clinic on Friday morning entitled ñThe Contest Room, Science or Sci-
ence Fictionò It will be a discussion of what goes on in the room with the door closed in the 
evaluation process. We have had clinics on doing the paperwork, but never one to quell the 
ñfearò of what goes on behind the closed door. The TLR needs to develop a base of individuals 
with judging experience, this the first step.  I would envision folks attending this clinic to be 
shadow judges Friday afternoon. I encourage ALL Division Superintendents to ñpushò partici-
pation in this clinic. I hope to have Fred Headon and Ryan Moats lead this clinic augmented by 
other individuals in the TLR with experience in this process. My sources tell me that there are 
individuals in the TLR with judging experience, I encourage them to help with this effort. 
 
Now I am working on having the SVMES layout open on Thursday night for viewing, it is lo-
cated about a 10-minute drive from the hotel. Also looking to have a clinic or 2 available that 
night. An alternative also under consideration is to have the Board meeting at 8 PM on Thurs-
day night which will free up Board members to fully participate in Friday evening activities if 
the Board plans on being here on Thursday night. 
 
The clinic schedule is still in flux, I have at least one clinic that probably will need to be of-
fered twice, railroading in Alaska done by a retired Alaska Railroad employee who has pictures 
he too from his cab. 
 
Please keep the membership informed as to the convention activities. By the by, we have the 
same caterer that ñoverfedò the group in 2013 for all 4 of the meals included in the registration. 
We are working on the wivesô tour, at this time and will post more information on that as it be-
comes ñfirmed up.ò 

Thousand Lakes Region 
of the National Model Railroad Association 
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15
th
 Annual KCNG Narrow Gauge Meet 

 

An invitation to all Narrow Gaugers (and all other model railroaders, too!), 
 
The Kansas City Area Narrow Gaugers (KCNG) will host their 15th Annual Narrow Gauge Meet on 
Saturday, June 23, 2018. 
 
The meet will be held at a different location than last year, but at a location we met at a couple of 
years ago. Iôm sorry that we move around some; however, it is becoming more difficult to reserve 
meeting space. Bear with me! This year it will be at the Blue Valley Branch of the Johnson County 
Library at 9000 W 151st St, Overland Park, Kansas 66221. The library is located just west of Antioch 
Rd on 151st. You can access the library by going south on US 69 from I-435 to 151st St, then go about 
Ĳ mile west. The library is on the North side of 151st St. 
 
The fun will begin at 9:00am with registration and socializing. We will have clinics in the morning. A 
lunch will be provided near noon. A Show-and-Tell session will be held after lunch. Please bring 
something to display and share with the group. We will then have model railroad layouts available to 
visit during the afternoon. Meet activities will wind down at about 5:00 pm. 
 
Planned layouts will include: To be announced ï donôt worryéwill be some great ones. 
Planned clinics will include: 

Mike Engler: ñThe Rock Stars of Diorama Buildingò 
Mike is the Chairman for the 2018 NNGC in Minneapolis and a great modeler! 
Larry Diehl: ñBuilding Water Tanksò 
Always great modeling! 

 
Cost: $10.00 (includes morning donuts/coffee and lunch). 
 
Advance registrations are required by June 18, 2018, so that we can plan for lunch. Mail registra-
tion with your check to: 
 
Larry Alfred 
14633 S. Chalet Drive 
Olathe, KS  66062 
Make checks payable to Larry Alfred 
 
For any of you coming in from out of town on Friday night, please consider joining us for barbeque at 
Jack Stack restaurant. Contact me for details. 
It should be a great day to share narrow gauge modeling and conversation. You are all invited to par-
ticipate!! Email me off line (captlalfred@gmail.com) if you have questions. Hope to see you on June 
23. 

mailto:captlalfred@gmail.com
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2018 TLR CONVENTION SCHEDULE ï 
SIOUX FALLS ïsubject to change  
  
Thursday May 17th 2:00 pm to 9:00 pm Registration 
Registration at Best Western Plus Ramkota Hotel and 
Conference Center 2:00 pm to 9:00 pm Contest Room 
Open for entries and displays 6:00 pm ï 9:00 pm Open 
House Model train home layout tours 7:00 pm  Clinic 
Clinic Railroading in Alaska - Rich Holzapfel Air Brush-
ing ï Eric Carlson  
  
Friday May 18th 7:30 am ï 6:00 pm Registration Regis-
tration at Best Western Plus Ramkota Hotel and Confer-
ence Center 8:00 am ï noon Contest Room Open for en-
tries and display ï Judging begins at noon 8:00 am Clinic 
Railroad Operations in Winter ï Tim Smith  Clinic The 
Contest Room, Science or Science FictionïFred Headon, 
Ryan Moats 9:00 am Living Room Non-Rail  9:00 am 
Clinic Model Railroading in Australia ï Brad Hinton  
Clinic Using Social Media to Promote Hobby and Divi-
sion ï Tom Gasior 10:00 am Clinic Model railroad Roll-
ing Stock Maintenance ï Kennedy Gauger  Clinic 3D 
Printer ï Ladd McCluskey 11:30 am Living Room Load 
buses to Falls or Sertoma Park for lunch (lunch included) 
12:30 pm Non-Rail Non-Rail 1:00 pm Sertoma Park 
Load buses to depart for Rosenbauer Fire Truck Co and 
Central Farmers Cooperation grain facility tours - tours 
will be alternated 3:45 pm Tour Sites Load buses to de-
part for Best Western 4:30 pm Clinic BNSF Operations 
in Sioux Falls ï Mike Carolyn  Clinic To Be Announced 
ï Larry Diehl 5:45 pm Best Western Depart to Multi-
Cultural Center for Dinner 6:30 pm MCC Dinner with 
raffle for Dakota and Iowa engine rides.  8:00 pm MCC 
Load buses to depart to Best Western 8:45 pm Clinic To 
be determined  8:45 pm Board Meeting Board Meeting  
  
Saturday May 19th 8:00 am Best Western Load buses to 
depart for Mid-West Rail Repair ï 1 İ hour walking tour 
10:00 am Non-Rail Non-Rail  10:30 am Mid-West Rail 
Load buses to depart for Hawarden, IA for train ride to 
Canton, SD 11:30 am Hawarden  Lunch at Hawarden 
Park ï lunch included 12:30 pm Hawarden Park Load 
Dakota and Iowa Rail for caboose rides to Canton, SD 
Raffle winners to ride in engines 3:00 pm Canton Arrive 
at Canton, SD ï snacks  3:30 pm Canton Load buses to 
depart to Best Western 4:30 pm Best Western Arrive at 
Best Western for short break ï visit contest room 5:30 pm 
Best Western Load buses to depart to Multi-Cultural Cen-
ter for banquet 6:15 pm Multi-Cultural Banquet  7:15 pm  
Railroad Fleet Management ï Jim Bennet 8:00 pm  
Awards 9:00 pm  Chinese auction 10:00 pm  Load buses 
to depart to Best Western  
  
Sunday May 20th 9:00 am Best Western General Mem-
bership Meeting 10:30 am ï 4:00 pm        Open House     
Model train layout tours  
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